
Natalie Young (Grad 2005—
currently studying Visual Arts at 
Emily Carr Institute of Art & Design) 
Sept. 2005: I am on Granville Island [at 
Emily Carr], suffering in a cold classroom, 
trying hard not to fall asleep, sitting 
through my English class.  Yes, even in art 
school you have to take English.  Now, I 
could have been spared this struggle had I 
taken the AP exam.  I was the only one [in 
2005] who didn’t write the exam.  The 
course is still beneficial even if you don’t 
write the exam.  Why?  You learn more.  
You’re exposed to more material, more 
challenges, more thinking.  You learn to 
analyze and read your material differently. 
[…] 
And don't think regular English is any 
easier than AP -- I've heard from people 
who had been in Honours until AP, finding 
regular English hard. […] 
The things you learn in AP are just more 
interesting.  […] I never thought I would be 
one to pitch FOR English AP – I certainly 
didn’t think so during the school year.  But 
in retrospect I don’t regret taking the 
course at all.   I do regret (slightly) not 
taking the exam.   There is non-stop 
reading in university for Arts, and the 
workload isn’t fun.  You don’t want to have 
to take English at university when you 
could have completed first year English in 
grade 12. 

Shannon Archibald (Grad 2005 – 
currently on Gap Year & applying to 
film/broadcasting programmes) 
Sure AP’s harder than English 12, but 
anything that’s worth it is hard – plus, the 
[hard work’s] done in May!  […] Honestly, 
just do the work and you’ll be fine. 

Meghan Pritchard (Grad 2005—
currently studying Human Kinetics 
at UBC)
First off, anyone with even a mild 
appreciation for the English Language 
should be in Honours, not regular.  
Secondly, everyone in post secondary has 
to take English – unless you do well on the 
AP exams.  Yet again, people are telling 
me they’re reviewing nouns, verbs and 
basic grammar, even at the University 
level, whereas, I and others who took AP 
[and scored high enough], are able to go 
directly into courses like “ENGL 121: 
Theories of English Literature” which has 
nothing whatsoever to do with grammar!  
Finally, […] you really can finish almost 
everything in class (there was reading to 
do, but that never took more than about 
half an hour each time).  So, if students 
want […] more interesting topics and 
debates, take AP English 12.   I don’t think 
there’s a single person who stayed in AP 
who regrets it.  And this isn’t even coming 
from an English Major:  I’m in Human 
Kinetics and I still appreciate a good 
English class. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 12 

(combined with English 12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is this course for you? 
 

Are you apprehensive about 
selecting it? 

 
Read what those who have taken 
the course have to say about it. 

“It was one of the two most 
enlightening classes I've taken 

voluntarily in high school.” 
 – Jenny Hsi (Grad 2005) 



THE ‘OFFICIAL’ REASONS 
Students who choose to complete the 
Honours programme and write the AP 
Literature exam will be well prepared for the 
study of English composition and literature 
(and other subjects) at the post-secondary 
level. Many students who achieve scores of 
4 or 5 (out of 5) on the AP English exam in 
May can receive credit for a first-year level 
English course at many post-secondary 
institutions, thereby saving some tuition fees 
and potentially completing their degree 
faster. 
Also, AP Lit 12 students will write their 
Provincial English 12 Exam in April, allowing 
them to submit final marks to universities 
sooner and reducing their workload in June. 

WHAT THE GRADS SAY… 
Nicole Bayntun (Grad 2005—
currently studying Fashion Design 
at The Art Institute of Vancouver; 
elected not to take AP Lit 12) 
I should have done it.  Looking back on it I 
totally realize that I could have handled it. 
Jenny Hsi (Grad 2005—currently 
studying Integrated Sciences at 
Princeton University) 
If you plan to attend some form of post-
secondary institution, build a mind that’s 
conscious of the achievements of 
humanity’s past, and take part in today’s 
society as a critically-thinking citizen, then 
it’s in your best interest to expose yourself 
to the world of AP English. […]  What you 
can learn from this course is an ability to 
think, to take apart the apparent 
construction of literary works and of the 
world they reflect, and piece together a 
coherent reality.  As long as you’re willing 
to think, and to learn to express what you 
think, marks will not be a problem.  
Indeed, although AP requires you to read 

& analyze & write much more, in more 
depth, and more quickly than regular 
English does, hence a heavier workload (I 
won’t lie and say it’s a breeze to get 
through), the skills that you learn here will 
help you in standardized exams in all non-
math-based subjects (Social, French, 
etc.).  

[…] taking AP English can actually help 
you perform better academically […] you'll 
find that these analytical, expository, and 
time-management skills acquired through 
AP to be INVALUABLE for success. 

If you take the initiative to think critically 
(about the usage of language as well as 
the subject matter) as you read, practice 
writing essays and seek to improve them 
through help of teachers / peers / etc., and 
most importantly form regular study 
groups – which by personal experience 
has proven to be invaluable for achieving 
the first 2 objectives – AP English can give 
you things that no regular 12 class can 
offer. 

Charles Ho (Grad 2005—currently 
studying Sciences at SFU) 
The greatest benefit from AP is that AP 
courses most closely simulate the 
university environment.  University 
professors expect you to read a chapter of 
material from each of their textbooks every 
week, be capable of studying without 
teacher guidance, and be able to take 
consecutive blocks of cumulative final 
exams.  Speed reading, study skills, and 
coping with make-or-break finals are skills 
learned during preparations for the AP 
exams.  And since you'll be undoubtedly 
competing against those who have taken 
the AP exams and do have these skills in 
university, doesn't it make sense to 
prepare yourself by taking AP? 
With my science background, [I feared] 
that English wasn't as "objective" as my 

science courses.  However, I soon 
realized that on science's newly 
discovered frontiers, there is no right or 
wrong, only multitudes of competing 
theories yet to be proven.  And the ability 
to critically evaluate evidence for 
competing theories and perspectives is not 
only a crucial skill learned in English AP, 
but is also crucial for making new 
discoveries in science and hence crucial 
for a science career. 
Furthermore, you could never find a better 
group of people to work with than those in 
the AP program.  Many of these 
individuals have a passion for the subject, 
a vision for their future, a plan of action 
that includes the AP program, a work ethic 
that surmounts the challenges of AP, and 
a desire to better and improve themselves.  
In short, these are highly dedicated 
individuals whose passion, vision, goals, 
work ethics, and dedication often extend 
beyond the world of academia and lead to 
success in other disciplines such as band, 
student council, mentorship, basketball, 
and debate.  Passion, vision, goal-making, 
and dedication are requisite for success 
and highly sought after by employers, but 
they cannot be taught.   They can only be 
found within oneself when one becomes 
passionate about something. And amongst 
the dedicated individuals of the AP 
program, it is all too easy to catch their 
infectious enthusiasm and find your own 
passion for life. 
Billy Wong (Grad 2005—currently 
studying Philosophy at UBC) 
[You should take AP if you] have the goal 
of receiving a university level education 
because you want to learn. You are an 
academic. You thrive when information is 
presented to you to devour. By staying in 
[Honours/AP] you show your 
determination. By staying you demonstrate 
your courage to challenge the unknown. 
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