
ENGLISH /ELL DEPARTMENT AT BNSS  

Burnaby North's English / ELL Department offers a variety of 

language arts courses to help students to understand and 

appreciate English language and literature. We offer both 

compulsory courses required for graduation and elective courses 

that allow students to deepen their study of literature and writing.  

We encourage students and their families to consider all the 

choices available. 

ENGLISH COURSES  

Most students at Burnaby North complete regular Ministry of 

Education courses.  

• Grade 8: English 8  

• Grade 9: English 9  

• Grade 10: English 10*  

• Grade 11: English 11 or Communications 11  

• Grade 12:  English 12* or Communications 12*  

Courses marked with a * require students to write a Provincial 

Examination.  

Each of these courses covers a wide range of topics, but all 

include the study of non-fiction and fiction texts and common 

forms of written communication (e.g. essays, poetry).  All ‘regular’ 

English courses are designed to help students develop the six 

core skills of language arts: reading, writing, listening, speaking, 

viewing, and representing. 

ELL (ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS) COURSES  

Students entering the ELL program are assessed to see which 

levels and courses best suit their needs.  Then their ELL course 

loads are designed to give them the best opportunity to develop 

the skills needed to meet the graduation requirements by the end 

of their grade 12 year.  To progress from one level to the next, 

students must show proficiency in the previous course. 

• ELL  (Level 1) 

• ELL  (Level 2) 

• ELD 8/9, ELA 10 (for Levels 3 & 4 students) 

 

 

Honours  & Advanced Placement 
Programme 

Many students at North choose to enter the Honours / A.P. 

Programme. These courses are designed for students who can 

achieve 80% or more in regular English. Honours courses explore 

topics in more depth and prepare students for the Advanced 

Placement Examination in English Literature and Composition. 

Students must have a minimum of 80% in regular English to 
qualify for the Honours programme.   Students may also be 

required to take an entrance exam prior to registration.  Once 

in the Honours programme, students must maintain an average of 

at least 75% to continue in the programme.   

The course sequence for English Honours at North is:   

• Grade 8: English 8 Honours  

• Grade 9: English 9 Honours  

• Grade 10: English 10*/11 Honours  

• Grade 11: English Literature 12* Honours   

• Grade 12: English 12* Advanced Placement Literature & 

Composition  

Students wishing to enter Honours in the next grade must obtain 

an application form from a counsellor and obtain the approval of 

their current English teacher. Students wishing a late entry (i.e. at 

the end of Grade 11) must be prepared to take English Literature 

12 Honours and English 12 AP concurrently. Students who 

choose the Honours program and write the AP exam will be well 

prepared for the study of English composition and literature at the 

post-secondary level. Many students who achieve scores of 4 or 5 

(out of 5) on the AP English exam in May can receive credit for a 

first-year level English course at many post-secondary institutions. 

Presently Burnaby North has one of the largest College Board 

Advanced Placement programmes in Canada. 
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Exciting English Electives  

Composition 11   

This course is designed for students who require development and 

refinement of their writing skills. It provides students with additional 

support and practice in preparation for English 11 and 12.  

Students will focus on the process of writing, including practical 

writing skills. The development of a variety of compositions will be 

explored.  Composition 11 is available to all Grade 11 and Grade 

12 students needing assistance in developing proficiency in written 

communication.  

We strongly recommend this course for students with an ESL 

background.  Students enrolled in English Language Adapted 10 / 

English 11 are required to take this course to provide them with 

the additional support that they will need to be successful. 

Academic Reading and Writing 12  

Designed to bridge the gap between high school level English 
and the reading and writing expectations of college and 
university, ARW 12 is a recommended elective for any 
students planning to attend a post-secondary institution. It 
focuses on college-style writing, including critical summaries, 
analytical essays, and research papers. Strategies designed to 
improve higher-level reading skills will also be taught, as will 
proper research methods, vocabulary development strategies 
and many other skills that will help foster success at the post-
secondary level.  

English 12 First Peoples 

English 12 First Peoples is intended for any student who wants 

to explore and discover First Peoples’ worldviews through the 

study of literary, informational, and media text with local, 

Canadian, and International First Peoples’ content. 

English Literature 12   

A great university preparation course, Literature 12 presents a 

survey of English literature from Beowulf (circa 900) to the early 

20th century. This course has a Provincial Examination.  

Writing 12  

This class is designed to allow students to explore and play 
creatively with language. The course will involve reflecting on 
personal experience and utilizing creative energy to generate 
unique and insightful ideas. Together we will create a safe 

environment where people will share, critique, take risks, and 
improve their writing.  

 

Learner Support Courses 

Modified & Adapted Programmes  

Some students benefit from on-going support in Grade 8 - 12. 

Teachers work with the student, parents, counsellors, and 

Learning Support staff to draw up an "Individual Education Plan" 

(IEP) for such students. Student progress is evaluated according 

to the guidelines set forth in the IEP.   

Some students may take an Adapted programme.  Students in 

Adapted programmes must meet all the same learning objectives 

as students in the regular courses, but may receive instruction or 

assignments adapted to their learning needs.   

ELL Programme 

English Language Learners Courses (Levels 1 & 2) 

ELL (levels 1 & 2) encourage basic language development 

through vocabulary building, grammar exercises, reading and 

writing development, oral work, and cultural experiences 

through day-long field trips and other short trips in the 

community.  Students can spend up to three years creating a 

strong language base in English before moving to ELL (levels 

3 & 4) courses. 

English Language Learners Courses (Levels 3 & 4) 

Courses in this programme give students an opportunity to 

prepare for the challenges of regular English. ELL Level 3 & 4 

courses use material from regular English courses to help 

students become used to ‘regular English’ teaching and 

evaluation methods. Students must show proficiency in 

English composition in order to proceed to regular English 

classes. Compositions for this purpose are evaluated by a 
committee of English teachers which meets for this purpose. 

Once students have left the ELL Programme, it is still strongly 

recommended that they enroll in Composition 11.  This course 

will help students be successful in their senior English courses, 

and in their post-secondary education. 

English Language Development  (ELD) 8/9 

These ELD courses are adapted for language considerations, but 

cover most of the content in the regular English 8/9 curriculum.  

Time will be spent on developing students’ communication skills 

so that they will be successful in the regular English classroom. 

English Language Adapted (ELA) 10   

This course is designed for student at ESL levels 3 and 4.  The 

course is adapted for language considerations, providing students 

with additional support before entering regular English.  This 

course does provide students with graduation credit for English 10.  

Students are required to write the English 10 Provincial 

Examination at the end of the course. 

English Language Adapted (ELA) 10 / English 11 – 
Semestered 

This course is designed to allow students who are of grade 11 

or grade 12 age to fulfill two years of English in one school-

year.  Students are required to take Composition 11 to help 

them meet the writing expectations of a senior level English 

course.  Students will write the English 10 Provincial Exam in 

June.  Then, if they have met the course expectations, they will 

proceed to English 12 the following September. 

English Department Events 

 

Vikings Read Challenge 

Shakespeare Week 

Burnaby “Words” Contest 

National Novel Writing Month Competition 

Royal Commonwealth Essay Competition 

Author Visits, Book Talks, and Guest Speakers 

English 12 Mock Provincial 


