
BNS Courses for Students Studying English as a Second Language (ELL)  
Burnaby District ELL Levels One and Two represent beginner and intermediate ELL/English courses. 

English Language Development (ELD) represents a bridging course between ELL and Regular English.  All 

courses will include some language arts, cultural awareness, and reading studies, but each will have its 

own emphasis. 
 
Level One 
A B C D 
1A -- Basic Beginner:   
 
This course is for students 
with very little English 
background who cannot 
converse well or write very 
much.  This course will 
include a range of skills for 
individual needs.  These 
include learning the 
alphabet (if needed), early 
“survival” questions and 
answers, basic everyday 
vocabulary development, 
and learning simple tenses, 
as well as cultural 
conventions for adaptation 
to a new country/culture. 

1B -- Cultural Studies: 
 
This course helps students 
understand ways to adapt to 
a new school system, the 
cultural norms of manners, 
and expressions and 
everyday usage of English 
in settings they will 
encounter. It also focuses 
on various (multi) cultural 
holidays celebrated in 
Canada.  The history and 
geography of Canada will be 
central themes. 
 

1C -- Novel Studies: 
 
Simple novels of various 
genre: mystery, detective, 
situational social stories, 
history, and often abridged 
classic novels are studied. 
Related films will often 
complement the readings.  
English is learned in context 
and the goal of improved 
reading and vocabulary 
development for real life will 
aid the student in an overall 
reception of the English 
language.  Questions, 
participation through group 
discussions, artistic 
representations of stories, 
and journal/written 
responses will test the 
students understanding. 
 

1D -- Language Arts: 
 
Basic vocabulary through 
themes will help the student 
as he/she begins to 
understand the structure 
undergirding the English 
language.  Basic grammar, 
use of tenses, writing 
conventions in the Canadian 
classroom, simple sentence 
making, writing-correction 
methods, awareness of 
common usage, and basic 
paragraph writing will join to 
help the student begin to 
write one and two page mini 
essays and responses to his 
new environment. As well 
the student will be able to 
process his/her new 
experiences of participating 
in a new cultural community.  
 



 
Level Two:  These students are capable of understanding conversation at a close to normal rate and can read more 
advanced materials and write a basic essay.    
A B C 
2A --  Language Arts: 
 
Students will learn several advanced 
tenses (Continuous, Perfect, 
Conditional tenses) and when to use 
them.  They will begin to assess their 
writing errors using conventional 
grammatical assessment which 
identifies problems such as fragments, 
run-ons, misplaced modifiers, faulty 
parallelism, and other common writing 
mistakes.  They will begin to inquire 
into various types of literature 
including novels, poetry and prose. 
They will learn to write book reviews 
and essays in proper format in 
response to readings. They will 
discuss various topics in small groups 
and do class presentations.  They will 
learn good public speaking techniques 
and focus carefully on pronunciation 
problems. 
 

2B -- Cultural Studies: 
 
The “Culture and Community” course 
is studied to further English language 
development and cultural awareness, 
as well as to prepare students for 
Social Studies classes.  A major focus 
is developing a background in 
Canadian History and Canadian 
Geography.  Understanding the impact 
these have on current events, First 
Nations relationships, and the present 
cultural landscape are all goals.  
Developing positive, contributing 
citizenship through an understanding 
of participatory democracy and 
community action are also 
encouraged.  Course work will include 
a current events journal, individual and 
group projects, oral presentations and 
listening to guest speakers from the 
community.  The course develops 
confidence in speaking and easier 
adaptation to the Canadian culture. 
 

2C -- Novel Studies: 
 
Abridged novels-reading levels are 
higher than novel studies in the 
beginner level.  Non-fiction books are 
also part of the curriculum.  Film 
versions complement the books.  
Analyses are made by students of the 
plot, themes, characters and setting of 
each novel.  Vocabulary building, 
grammar structures and sentence and 
paragraph structure are examined 
further through teacher instruction, pair 
and group discussion.  Literary 
elements are introduced to prepare 
students for ELD and future English 
courses.   Reading, writing, listening, 
speaking, are developed through 
graphic organizers, using “Smart 
Reading” methods, individual 
representing art work, as well as other 
types of activities that are a part of the 
learning environment.  
 

 


